
 

 

Joseph P. Peloquin (2nd Cousin 2X Removed of Charles Sieracki) 

 

Joe Peloquin’s family history parallels the history of my mother’s family. Joe’s grandfather Prisque Peloquin 

emigrated from the Sorel area along the St. Lawrence River to Centerville, where he bought a farm, married a 

French-Canadian, Eleanor Pelletier, and raised a large family. My mother’s grandfather, Calix Peloquin, left the Sorel 

area to emigrate to Centerville, bought a farm, married a French-Canadian, Hedvige Peloquin, and raised a large 

family.  Joe’s grandfather was an uncle of my mother’s grandfather: both descended from Prisque and Josephte 

(Bibeau) Peloquin.  In point of fact, then, Joe’s family shares the history of my mother’s family, the history of the 

descendants of Francois Peloquin who left France as a soldier in the 17th Century and settled to farm in the Sorel 

area of Quebec. 

Prisque Felix and Josephte (Bibeau) Peloquin 

Prisque and Marie (Pelletier) Peloquin  Calix and Marie (Millette) Peloquin 

Joseph H. and Emma (Dupre) Peloquin  Calix and Hedvige (Peloquin) Peloquin 

Joseph P. and Irene (Rainier) Peloquin  Mary (Peloquin) and Alfred Cummings 

Joelle (Peloquin ) Knopf    Irene Cummings and Ervin Sieracki 

      Charles Sieracki 

Some years after the passing of her father, Joelle gathered together the treasured stories and pictures of her father, 

Joe Peloquin, and published them in a kind of annotated family album, entitled I Want to Tell You a Story.  Joelle has 

graciously allowed us to look through the album and get to know what a delightful character her father was. In so 

doing, we get a glimpse of what life was like in these French-Canadian communities formed in Minnesota by our 

emigrant forebears, probably very similar to the life in the villages they left behind near Sorel, Canada.  

Joe Peloquin stated that the address of the farm originally owned by his grandfather Prisque Peloquin was 7709 20th 

Avenue N. I joined together a plat map for Centerville and a plat map of a different year for Oneka Township (Hugo) 

so that we can get a clear idea of how close together were the farms (highlighted in yellow) of my cousin Joe 

Peloquin, my great-grandfather Prudent Vient, my Grandfather Charles Vient Cummings and my great-grandfather 

Calix Peloquin. Following the map are pages taken directly from Joelle Knopf’s delightful account of the stories told 

by her father, Joseph P. Peloquin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plat Maps of Centerville and Oneka Township (Hugo) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

This prayer that Joe Peloquin said every night is superimposed on one of his favorite pictures, the Priest River in 

Idaho. 


