
Homes of My Great-Grandfather’s Brother and Sister: Frank 

Sieracki and Julianna Repinski Sieracki 

In 1981, Paul Libera gave me an account of the two houses built a few years after 

their immigration to Winona from Wiele, Poland, by his grandparents, Frank and 

Josephine (Przytarski) Sieracki and Frank’s sister and her husband, Peter and 

Julianna (Sieracki) Repinski. Frank and Julianna were the brother and sister of my 

great-grandfather Joseph Sieracki. 

This story has been repeated thousands of times by the early Polish immigrants to 

Winona.  They were passionate about owning their own houses.  They took advantage 

of the cheap lumber turned out by the sawmills, built the houses with the help of 

relatives and friends on half lots, started small and then later built additions. As is 

the case with my great-grandfather’s house, the property stayed in the family for 

generations. 
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