
Frank Sieracki 

Frank Sieracki, my great-grandfather’s brother, arrived in New York in 1881 on the ship 

Wesser, along with his wife Josephine and their two children, his sister, Julianna Sieracki 

Repinski, her husband and their son, and his mother, my great-great grandmother, 

Marianna Sieracki. My great-grandfather had arrived in America many years before. Frank 

was not able to join his brother because he still had to complete his military service. Prussia 

drafted him at the age of 13 and did not release him from service until 15 years later. 

Frank’s service record was translated and reported to Frank’s grandson, Paul Libera by Prof. 

Leo Ochrymowicz, a copy of which is provided below. 

Frank and Josephine had eight children: Mary (Bruski), Anna (Szuminski), John, Frank, Stella 

(Szuminski), Elizabeth (Libera), Frances (Gates), and Dominick. Frank worked at Youmans 

Bros. & Hodgins Lumber Co. and also worked as a flagman for the Chicago, St. Paul, and 

Milwaukee Railroad. 

Here is an interesting footnote that hints at how our ancestors “recreated” in Winona the 

community that they had left behind in Kashubia. Frank Sieracki’s godparents at his 1847 

baptism in Wiele were John and Marianna Milanowski. Joseph Milanowski, who was born in 

Wiele in 1840 - the same year as my great-grandfather – immigrated to Winona and ran a 

grocery on 2nd Street one block down from my grandfather’s house at 507 E. 2nd St. Vince 

Breza, the owner of the grocery when I was a child, always answered the phone with the 

greeting, “Milanowski’s.” Joseph Milanowski’s daughter, Frances Milanowski, had a long 

career as an elementary teacher at Washington-Kościuszko Elementary School. Miss 

Milanowski taught me in second grade at St. Stan’s when my teacher became ill. 



 

 


